
Bratislava 

The Capital of Slovakia, and with a population of about 450 000 is 

the larges city. The greater metropolitan area is home to more than 

650 000 people. Bratislava is in southwestern   Slovakia, occupying 

both banks of the River Danube and the lest bank of the River 

Morava.     Bordering Austria and Hungary, it is the only national 

capital that borders two independent  c   countries. 

Bratislava is the political, cultural and economic centre of Slovakia. It 

is the seat of the Slovak president, the parliament and the Slovak 

Executive. It is home to several universities, museums, theatres, 

galleries and other important cultural and education institutions. 

Many of Slovakias large businesses and financial institutions also 

have headquarters there.The history of the city has been strongly 

insluenced by poeple of different nations and religions, namely by 

Austrians, Croats, Czechs, Germans, Hungarians, Jews and Slovaks. 

The city was the capital of the Kingdom of Hungary a part of the 

larger Habsburg monarchy territories, from 1536 to 1783 and has 

been home to many Slovak, Hungarian and German historical figures. 

Monuments : 

 Bratislava old Town 

 St. Elizabeths Church /Blue Church/ 

 Slavin 

 Cumil 

 Central Square 

 Ufo 

 St. Michaels Tower & Street 

 Hviezdoslav Square 

 Old Town hall 

 St. Martins Catedral 

 Bratislava Castle 

 Miechaels Gate 

 Slovak Philharmonic 

 Schone Naci Statue 

 Grassalkowich Palace 

 New Bridge 

 Primates Palace 

 

Devín Castle – is located at the confluence of the Danube and 

Morava Rivers. The castle territory was already inhabited during the 

Stone Age. It became an important crossroads, especially for the 

Romans. The history of the castle is linked to the Gread Moravian 

Empire and Prince Rastislav. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nitra 

Nitra is the mother of all Slovak towns. Allegedly founded /like 

Rome/ on seven hills.  It was the centre  of the oldest known Slavic 

polity in present – day Slovakia, the  Principality of Nitra in the 9th 

century  – under ruling prince Pribina. In 828, the first  Christian 

church in the whole Central Europe was built at  the foot of the Zobor 

Hill in  Nitra. Since the times of then-Archbishop Methodius, Nitra 

has been the  seat of  Nitra diocese and a symbol of Slovak spiritual 

sovereignty. 

Monuments : 

 Nitra Castle 

 Franciscan monastery and the Church of St. Peter 

 Plague Column 

 The Grand Seminary 

 The Small Seminary 

 Piarist monastery and St. Ladislav Church 

 St. Michaels Chapel 

 Synagogue 

 Town Palace 

 Palace of Justice 

 Town hall 

 Calvary 

 Missionary House of the Holy Mary 

 

Library of the Appony 

The historic library of the Appony dynasty is a unique masterpiece 

and a treasure hidden inside the hotel grounds. The library offers its 

visitors historical knowledge in unknown quantities every single 

sheet of those rare documents and precious books, which are 

carefully hidden inside the library, have the smell of the past 

centuries. 

 

Bojnice Castle 

Truly splended is the Romantic-style Bojnice Castle, with some 

original Gothic and Renaissance elements. Perched on a travertine 

hill, it is visible almost throughout the Upper Nitra region. The first 

written records mentioning it date back to 1113 in a  well-know 

document kept at Zobor Abbey in Nitra. The Castle belonged to 

descendants of Great Moravian and Slovak noble family of Hont-

Pázmány, the first know member of whom was Casimir. The Bojnice 

Castle was later acquired by great   Matthew Csak of Trenčín,who 

owned in until 1321. The Castle was elevanted to a status of a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



national cultural monument in 1970. Bojnice castle is one of our 

most  visited castles and was once owned by the most famous 

aristocratic family. When visiting it, you can meer ghosts or even lost 

souls. At the entrance to the castle there is a well-know six hundred 

year old linden tree planted by King Matthiass. 

 

Banská Štiavnica 

The town conservation area in Banská Štiavnica represents a real gem 

in Slovakia.  The medieval mining town became renowned for the 

exploitation of silver ore. Rich    urban artisans, the so-called 

waldburgers, lived in burgher houses in Banská  Štiavnica. It was a 

complex of historic houses from which the architecturally remarkable 

Trinity Square was created, part of which is also the St.Catharine 

Church   with the Town Halls tower in the background. The 

construction of the Church of St. Catharine was initiated by the so-

called ringburgers, or affuent families of local entrepreneurs who 

lived in opulent burgher houses at the Triniry Square. The 

church   has a single nave and boasts a beautiful stone baptismal font 

dating back to 16th    century and late Gothic statue of Virgin Mary 

from the same century that used to stand at the main altar. Trinity 

Square is dominated by the sculputure of the Holy Trininy. You can 

also find there the House of Marína Pischlová, daughter of a 

gingerbread maker, with whom Slovak evangelic priest Andrej 

Sládkovič fell in love and became inspired to write the most beautiful 

Slovak love epic called Marína. On the upper end sits the renowned 

Evangelic Seminary, where many poets of the Štúr generations 

national movement studied. One of the three technical monuments, 

which were included in the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1993 

was the historic town of Banská Štiavnica and the Technical 

Monuments in its vicinity, including local tajchy and minig tunels. 

Monuments : 

 The New Castle 

 Mining Tunnel Bartolomej 

 The Urban Castle 

 The Helenbachov House 

 Klopačka – baroque tower 

 Open-air museum of mining industry 

 Kalvária – complex of sacral objects… 

 

Kremnica 

In 1328 King Charles Robert elevated Kremnica to the status of a 

royal town of  miners and coin makers. The town reputation for minig 

gold and silver extented farbeyond its borders. The gold thus became 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



the building block upon which hinged the  fouding and development 

of the town, a process that led to the building of coinage  mint and 

influx of experts mostly from the Holy Roman Empire. Mining shafts 

around  Kremnica and Kremnica mines were used not only to drain 

water but also for  exploration. The oldest of the shafts, called Upper 

„Heritable“ Tunel, is mentioned in written records dated from as 

early as 1385. Among the valuable historical legacy of  coins minted 

in Kremnica are Kremnica florins, golden ducats and silver toliars 

with  embossed lily of the House of Anjou.  

The church castle of Kremnica – the name  itself, relating to the 

location of the church, is a rarity. It is situated on an elevated  spot 

and takes pride in its tower, which offers a truly spectacular view of 

the entire surrounding area. Thanks to its unique acoustics, the church 

part of the castle hosts the largest clerical as well as secular organ 

festivals in Slovakia. In Kremnica mines nearby you will find a place 

considered to be the geographical centre of Europe. 

Low Tatras 

The Low Tatras or Low Tatra (Slovak: Nízke Tatry) is a mountain 

range of the Inner Western Carpathians in central Slovakia. It is 

located south of the Tatras proper, from which it is separated by the 

valleys of the Váh and Poprad rivers (the Liptov-Spiš abasement). 

The valley formed by the Hron River is situated south of the Low 

Tatras range. The ridge runs west-eastwards and is about 80 km 

long. Tourism is very popular in the Tatras. During the winter there 

are several ski resorts in Low Tatras, for example Jasná, Mýto pod 

Ďumbierom, and Tále. Not only are these hubs of hiking and cross-

country skiing trails, but Jasna is the largest ski resort in Central 

Europe. 

Chopok (2,024 m) is the third highest peak of the Low Tatras range 

(just after the neighboring Ďumbier and Štiavnica mountains) in 

central Slovakia. The peak offers a panoramatic view of High Tatra, 

Liptov and the valley of Hron. There is a chalet (called Kamenná 

chata) located near the summit. Chopok is situated on the E8 

European walking route, between the Ďumbier and Dereše peaks. In 

addition to this east-west trail, the mountain can be also reached 

following the hiking trails either from the north (from the 

Demänovská Dolina valley) or from the south (from the bus stops 

Trangoška and Srdiečko). The highest points accessible by a chair lift 

are Chopok úboč (1834 m) on the northern slope and Kosodrevina 

(1494 m) on the southern slope. 

The northern and southern slopes rank among the best skiing terrains 

in Slovakia. There are three ski areas on the northern slope, with 21 

km of prepared skiing tracks, two cable cars, five chair lifts, and ten 

ski lifts. The southern slope has chair lift and six ski lifts. The 

mountain is popular among freeskiers. In addition, the Jasná ski 

center is situated at Chopok’s northern base and the Srdiečko and 

Tále ski resorts at the southern base. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Demänovská cave of Liberty 

Is a national nature monument located at the  northern side of the 

Low Tatras range. It is the longest cave system in Slovakia. The Cave 

has captivated visitors with the mysterious flow of the small 

underground Demänová River, charming pool and dozens of 

flowstone forms, halls and domes. 

 

Levoča 

The most beautiful architectural component of valuable town of 

Levoča is without a shadow of a doubt the Town Hall from the 15th 

century. It used to be the seat Town Council that made decisions here 

not only on the fate of the town and its inhabitans but also the fate of 

Levočas surroundings. The original Gothic building was 

reconstructed in the Renesaince style in the 17th century, followed up 

a century later with a Baroque style reconstruction of the belfry, 

which was joined with the rest of the building by a new roof. The 

most extensive reconstruction took place in 1893-95. The Town of 

Levoča is dominated by a steep hill witch a neo-ghotic church 

„Mariánska hora“. It is one of the oldest and most important 

pilgrimage sites in Slovakia. The chapel on Mariánska hora was built 

to express gratitude of the people of Spiš for being saved at this place 

during the Tatar raid in years 1241-1242. Mariánska hora in Levoča 

is a source of spiritual energy and is visited by thousands of people 

every year. 

 

Spišský Castle 

Is the biggest and most extensive castle in Slovakia and the largest 

mediaval castle in Central Europe. Spiš Castle is one of a kind 

medieval royal castle, perched on a travertine-lemestone rock bound 

cliff. Built close to neighbouring Slavic hill-fort Dreveník, the castle 

used to be the largest in Central Europe a seat of the illustrious 

Slovak noble families of Zápoľský and Thurzo. 

It lies not far from Poprad, the High Tatras and Levoča. Together 

with Slovak „Vatican“ the religious centre of Spišská Kapitula – they 

form a historical zone called Spišské Podhradie and are listed on the 

UNESCO World Heritage list. First mentions of the town Spišská 

Kapitula in written records date back to 1235. It become the seat of 

Spiš Propost as early as in the 12th century and has been elevated to 

the seat of Spiš Diocese since 1776. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Košice 

Was the first European city to obtain its own crest. The city is host to 

the running of the oldest European marathon. A symbol of Košice is 

the construction of Gothic Catedral St. Elisabeth, began in the 14th 

century and was completed in 1508. St.Elisabeth is the easternmost 

Gothic cathedral in Europe. You will find it on the Main Street at the 

square formed in the shape of a lens. A main temple of the Košice is 

Roman Catholic Arcibishopric, the Cathedral has a height of 60 

meters, width of 36 meters and northern tower is 59 meters high. 

Monuments : 

 Lower Gate, The Shire Hall, St. Urbans Tower 

 State Theatre 

 Old Town Hall 

 The Seminary Church 

 Synagoge on Zvonarska Street 

 House of Art 

 Gester House 

 St. Michel Chapel 

 Jakabs Palace 

 The University Church… 

 

Nestville Park 

One of decisive reasons why the idea to build this tourist attraction 

originated was a significant discovery in the extramural settlement of 

the castle of Ľubovniansky hrad. The discovery was gradually 

supplemented with historical documents and artifacts showing that 

the oldest preserved distillery in Slovakia, built in the middle of the 

18th century, was located in Stará Ľubovňa. The distillery is also 

mentioned in the description of the Ľubovňa castle in the Hungarian 

geographic dictionary dated from 1851. The base of the old distillery 

has been lying under the castle until now and apparently it is the 

oldest preserved object of this kind in the territory of Slovakia. 

Nestville Park is a gate to knowing one of the most picturesque 

corners of Slovakia. 

Our aim is to catch up on the intellectual property and traditions of 

people from the northern Spiš region and in this way to preserve it for 

future generations. In addition to learning about the history of the 

region and its most important events, we would also like to show you 

exhibitions of historical events which have significantly influenced 

the production of spirits as well as any related crafts in the northern 

Spiš region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

At the end of the exhibition visitors may see a spirits-tasting room 

which is a brilliant work of art of local woodcarvers. There is the 

biggest carved picture in Europe which took 3 years to be made and it 

forms the heart of the whole exhibition. Visit to the room is 

accompanied by a small surprise – a special reward – tasting of a 

unique drink produced by the company. 

 

Pieniny 

Only a bit further behind the High Tatras is the Pieniny mountain 

range, the first international park in Europe. All visitors will 

undoubtedly be taken away by the experience of rafting on traditional 

wooden rafts on the Dunajec River. In its 17 km section between 

Lysá nad Dunajcom and Lesnica, the Dunajec River lies at the 

Slovak-Polish border. It is creatby by the confluence of the Biely and 

Čierny Dunajec Rivers at the foot of northern slopes of the High 

Tatras. It runs through the village Červený Kláštor and winds through 

the Three Crowns limestone mossef – the symbol of the Pieniny 

Mountains. Raftsmen will tell you local tales and legends, one of 

which is about the flying monk Cyprian, who created artifical wings 

and became famous for his herbarium. 

 

Museum House at Ždiar 

Ždiar House Museum was established in 1971. It is located in a 

wooden purpose-built building, which is the original architecture of 

the village Ždiar. 

The whole building was divided into two residential and farm. The 

living is a permanent exhibition of folk creativity – Ždiarske 

costumes, toys, dolls, pets and more. Are located and auxiliary tools, 

musical instruments, known for are seeded Spiš and Podhale in 

Poland, famous violin “zlobcoky” which Ždiar produced folk artist 

Matej Pitoňák collected by his daughter after Ružena Zachvejová 

Zdiar come and households. The economic part of the restaurant, 

which was beneficial to previously immaterial to capacity at Ždiar, 

opened in June 1973. Mala 54 seats. The interior was designed by 

architect Cuningom of Liptovsky Mikulas. The operator was wearing 

a stylized work Ždiarska costume called Šohajda. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



High Tatras 

The lowest among the world´s highest mountain ranges and the 

highest mountain in Slovakia. It is our first national park and together 

with the polish part of the Tatras it was, as part of UNESCO, declared 

the Biosphere Reserve Tatry. Štrbské pleso they used to break ice 

and, because of its unique purity, import it to Budapest and Vienna. 

Rocky peaks – the highest peak of the Tatras as well as Slovakia is 

Gerlachovský štít with an altitude of 2655m above sea level, deep 

glacial valleys, moraines, lakes – Skalnaté pleso, Veľké Hincovo 

pleso, Popradské pleso, waterfalls – vodopády studeného potoka, 

with touris resorts and surroundig historical sights, are irresistable 

attractions all year long. 

Kriváň Peak is a symbol of Slovakia. Its angled top makes frequent 

appeatance in all publications about Slovakia. Kriváň is 2494 metres 

and located in the western part of the High Tatras mountain range. A 

number of ridges fan out from beloy its summit. It was 

exploited  form mining of ridges fun out from below its summit. It 

was exploited for mining in the 15th-18th centuries. It was Evangelic 

father Cirbes, who along with his friends made one of the first ascents 

to Kriváň in 1772. 

 

Museum of Orava region 

villages of Zuberec 

The museum spreads over the meadows of Brestová below Roháče 

mountain in the Western Tatras. Originally these were only pastures. 

The mountain stream Studená, with a reconstructed mill pond for a 

mill and a fulling mill, runs through the museum site. 

The constructions in the museum are mostly originals brought in from 

different locations in Orava. They were bought from their original 

owners, dismantled, transported and conserved, and reassembled in 

the museum. Replicas were made of those constructions which could 

not be bought or transported. 

 

The museum is divided into five parts: Lower Orava Market place – 

showing a little market town with buildings form the south-western 

part of the region, Upper Orava Street – show-piece of a village with 

row houses and homesteads from the period of the Wallach 

colonization, Goral hamlets showing scattered homesteads in a 

mountain environment, Wooden church, Mill House with water 

technology facilities – the mill and the fulling mil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Orava Castle 

In Oravský Podzámok belongs among the most beautiful and admired 

Slovak castles. Orava Castle also called the „eagles nest“ on the rock, 

was the country seat, to which all of Orava belonged. You need to 

overcome more than three hundert of its stairs in order to get to the 

most splendid chambers of this mediaval fortress that is perched on 

the top of a mountain. It was distinguished Protestant priest Juraj 

Tranovský, who was a pastor at Oravský Podzámok and significantly 

influenced the religious beliefs of locals. You can also find here the 

epitaph and gravestone of Palatine Gyorgy Thurzo. 

Trenčín 

A distinguishing landmark of the whole Middle Váh region, and 

Trenčín in particular, is the marvellous Trenčín Castle that 

majestically towers over the city below and Brezina forest park. The 

Trenčín Castle also boats another feature unique to Central Europe: 

The Roman inscription on a rock left there in 179 AD by Marcus 

Valerius Maximilianus, the Roman commander of Legio II Diutrix. 

Momuments : 

 The Piarist Church of St. Francis Xavier 

 Roman Catholic Church of the Birth of Virgin Mary 

 The Hotel Elizabeth 

 Mierové Square 

 Plague Pillar 

 The Lower City Gate 

 Synagogue 

Castle of Trenčín 

Trenčín castle became the fortress of great medieval knight. 

Hungarian Palatine Mattew Csák of Trencsén. A numer of Hungarian 

noble families had their seat at the Castle over the centuries, 

uncluding the House of Zápolya. Palatine Illészházy István I entered 

the annals of Hungarian medieval history as the Palatine, who 

managed to conclude peace in a complex political situation between 

belligerents: Hungarian Protestant and Catholics. Finaly, theres the 

prominent Slovak noble House of Thurzó, whose most notable 

member was Palatine Gyorgy Thurzó VII, who wrote letters in 

Slovak and spent winter months in the manor House in 

Bytča. Trenčín castle is associated with the legend of the Turkish 

nobleman Omar who spent three years digging a well in the huge 

rock just to ser his beloved Fatima free, after she had been taken 

prisoner by the lord of the castle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Trnava 

Small Slovak Rome – The oldest free royal town in Slavakia and the main 
religious centre of  Hungary in the past. Trnava has acquired a moniker 
Slovak Rome due to its dazzling medieval architecture and being choc-a-
bloc with churches. An exteaordinary role in present day Slovakia was 
played by Trnava University as it was at this alma mater that generations of 
Slovak patriots, writers, intellectuals and scholars received their education. 

Monumets : 

 The Town Tower 

 The Holly Trinity Sculptural Group 

 St. Anna Church 

 St. John the Baptist Catedral 

 St. Adalbert Seminary – Adalbertium 

 The Seminary of Virgin Mary 

 The House of Music 

 St. Nicholas Basilica 

 The Synagogues… 

 

Skalica 

Skalica is the most unjustly overlooked city in Slovakia.The Town is situated 
on the foot of the White Carpations near the Morava river, 90 km from the 
capital Bratislava. Since the year 1996 has been the district town and is 
considered as natural centre of the Northern Záhorie. The first written 
mentions of Skalica originate from the years 1217 and 1256. In the 
documents of that time Skalica is mentioned under the name “Zakolcha”. 
The Hungarian king Ludovit Ist. awared Skalica privileges of a Free Royal 
Town on 6.10.1372. Skalica, a historical town, that is wintessed by many 
cultural monuments. Its spiritual life was influanced by several religions 
orders. Among the towns valuable landmarks are the Rotunda of St. 
George, the Franciscan Monastery – producer of the Skalický trdelník /a 
special rolled pastry/, St. Michael the Archangel Parish Church, Brothers of 
Mercy Church and Monastery, the Cultural house – art nouveau building, 
the St. F. Xavier Jesuits Church and crypt. You will find even an ice-cellar 
room in this pearl of the Záhorie region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


